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ONLINE HOLIDAY STAMPS SHOW EVOLUTION
OF RAPHAEL'S INTERPRETATION OF VIRGIN MARY
DAYTON, Ohio -As Renaissance artist Raphael Santi painted his representations of
the Virgin Mary over the course of his life, his artistry evolved from a simple country style to
something much more rich and sophisticated, says the Rev. Johann Roten, S.M., an expert on
Mary and the Catholic Church in art.
Raphael'~

development as an artist can be seen online on the Mary Page, a Web site

presented and maintained by staff members at the Marian Library at the University of Dayton.
Each week, the masthead on the page will feature a new image of Mary by Raphael, as
portrayed on a postage stamp chosen from a worldwide mix of mostly holiday issues. A single
click on the image will take visitors to a description of that image as well as those preceding it.
The first in the series of 35 to 40 stamps is currently on display on the Web page located
at http:/ /www.udayton.edu/mary/.
"He was pretty much the country artist when he began in Umbria," Roten says of
Raphael, an Italian painter who lived from 1483 to 1520. "Then his works became more
technically refined, and he became more sophisticated in the way he paints his madonnas."
Roten is director of the Marian Library-International Marian Research Institute at UD, where he
teaches classes for students seeking advanced pontifical academic degrees in theology with
specializ~on

in Mariology.

The first image to be featured on the Mary Page is "La Madonna Solly (with the
Thistlefinch)," which shows a very young Mary reading from a book. "Madonna Connestabile,"
the second to be fea,tured, is "considered to be one of the greatest gems of miniature paintings,"
according to the online description. "Madonna of Diota1evi" will be featured the third yveek,
and "Madonna of the Pomegranate" will be shown during the fourth week.
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A new image will be posted each week, generally on Tuesdays.
The Marian Library at the University of Dayton holds the world's largest and most
comprehensive collection of printed materials on Mary. Established in 1943, the library has
more than 100,000 books and pamphlets in 50 languages, ranging from the 15th century to the
present; more than 57,000 clippings from newspapers and magazines; close to 10,000 cards on
Mary in art of all ages; Marian postage stamps, music and medals; and statues and
approximately 625 nativity sets from around the world.
-30For media interviews, contact the Rev. Johann G. Roten, S.M., at (937) 229-4257 or via email
at roten@data.lib.udayton.edu.

